
Ron and Kathy Assaf College of Nursing 

Laura Brennaman, Ph.D., R.N., CEN 

Dr. Laura Brennaman received her Bachelor of Science in Nursing from the University of 
Kansas.  She earned her Master of Science in Nursing with concentration in Nursing Education 
and her Doctor of Philosophy in Nursing with concentration in Health Policy from the University 
of New Mexico in Albuquerque, NM.  

Dr Brennaman has experienced many aspects of nursing practice and education over three 
decades working as staff nurse, manager, clinical educator, researcher, academic faculty, and 
policy advocate.  Her clinical specialty area is emergency and critical care and she has been 
certified in emergency nursing for more than 20 years.  She served with the Peace Corps in the 
Global Health Service Partnership as visiting faculty with the Nursing Department of Mbarara 
University of Science and Technology in Mbarara, Uganda.   

Among the honors Dr. Brennaman has achieved are being a Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
Nursing and Health Policy Fellow at the University of New Mexico, an American Academy of 
Nursing Jonas Foundation Health Policy Scholar, and a Fellow in Global Health Clinical 
Education at Massachusetts General Hospital.   

Dr. Brennaman studies health policy issues that affect health care access and quality.  Her 
research has been published in multiple peer reviewed journals including the Journal of 
Behavioral Health Services and Research, Policy, Politics and Nursing Practice, and Applied 
Nursing Research. 

Dr. Brennaman began serving as adjunct faculty at Nova Southeastern University in 2009with 
the Fort Myers entry level BSN program and was delighted to join the faculty as an Assistant 
Professor in 2018.  She understands this is a special opportunity to help develop the next 
generations of nurses to be leaders who contribute to health policy decisions that will improve 
health care access and quality for our communities. 
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